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JAMES i EBER MOULTON 


The industries of the western states are 
especially dependent upon irrigation. A man 
who was an officer and director and pro- 
moter in six irrigation. companies during 
the period of construction, improvement and 
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vation inrougff Ae use Ui vaua waw: wet 
could be brought from Provo River by the 


construction. of a ditch through the north 
field and connecting it with the Spring Creek 
Ditch. James H. Moulton was an officer 
in both companies. A railroad level was 
hired to level the ditch and it was found 
that by changing the ditch in a number of 
places, plenty of fall could be had to water 
the land under it. Mr. Moulton, with Wil- 
liam McMillan, were appointed to contact 
the stockholders for their approval. Enough 
votes were secured so that the improve- 
ments were made to the satisfaction of all. 

The Wasatch Canal had been leveled by 
means of a carpenters level. The canal. 
however, was never entirely satisfactory and 
frequently broke. flooding parts of Heber 
and causing damage. Also, as more lands 
were brought under cultivation, it was not 
large enough to carry the necessary amount 
of water. Branching off the canal at the 
grist mill and running south was a lateral 
that had received the name “Humbug,” be- 
cause of its little fall and small amount of 
water it would carry. Both parts of the 
canal were releveled with a railroad level, 
and the improvements were made. Mr. 
Moulton was a director in the company and 
had supervision of the work. 


Later, as there was still a great amount 
of sagebrush land between Heber and 
Charleston, a new irrigation company known 
as the Extension Irrigation was formed. The 
company filed on high waters of the Provo 
River and by contract with the Wasatch 
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Canal floated the water through the canal 
and extended laterals from it. Mr. Moultoa 
was president of the company and had su- 
pervision of construction. 

In the March 17, 1905, issue of the Wa- 
satch Wave are the following items: "Ῥτοβ- 
ident of the Timpanogos Canal Joseph 
Hatch; J. H. Moulton, vice president and 
superintendent of construction: Robert Duke, 
treasurer, who, with John E. Austin and 
Elisha Cummings. form the board of trus- 
tees. Joseph W. Musser will act as sec- 
retary. Samuel Jones will continue to su- 
pervise the stone work." In the same is- 
sue of the Wave was this ad: "Wanted 100 
men and teams to work on Timpanogos 
Canal. Apply at once to J. H. Moulton.’ 
Much of the canal had to be constructed 
through granite, necessitating the use of 
powder. Over a mile of it was through 
sandstone. It required two years more of 
real effort, but it had proved a success. The 
canal had been under consideration. and 
more or less had been done over a period of 
years. Mr. Moulton was reluctant to take 
up the work, as he had no land under the 
canal; but it was put up to him as a mis- 
sion by the Wasatch Stake President Wil- 
liam H. Smart. 

If one goes through the files of the Wa- 
satch Wave, one will find such notes as 
these: "Bids for water master for North 
Field. Submit to J. H. Moulton, secretary.” 
There also was notices each spring advis- 
ing stockholders to make known any 
changes desired in their water tickets. This 
applies to all the companies mentioned. 

When the culinary water system was in- 
stalled in Heber, Mr. Moulton was asked 
late in November to supervise the digging 
of trenches and installation of pipes. He 
stated that plenty of laborers were obtained. 
Quite a number came from Midway. Fortu- 
nately it was a very open winter, and be- 
fore heavy frost came, fully half of the town 
had access to the water. 

On another project, Mr. Moulton had 
this to say: "I was first counselor to Bishop 
Joseph A. Rasband of Heber Second Ward, 
and we were in great need of a meeting 
house. I was asked to superintend the build- 
ing of it. This was about as hard a task as 
I ever undertook. Details of this work re- 
quired all my time, very often from day- 
light to dark. We were backed by an en- 
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thusiastic building committee. When the 
building was completed it was a pleasure to 
look at. as it was as good a meeting house 
as any in Heber." 

james Heber Moulton was born in Ir- 
chester. Northampton. England. on July |. 
1848. son of Thomas and Sarah Denton 
Moulton. (A history of their family is 
with the Daughters of Utah Pioneers.) Suf- 
fice it to say here that they were members 
of the ill-fated handcart company led by 
James G. Willie in 1856. Heber, as he was 
always called, had to have the fingers of 
his left hand amputated because of frost- 
bite received on this trek. 

He was nearly 12 when the family moved 
to Heber, and, of course, experienced the 
pioneer life of a small community, attending 
the pioneer school and Church, mingling 
with the young folks in their game and 
sports. their dances and home dramatic 
Here. too, he learned to work, and did his 
part in standing quard, etc. 

On September 28, 1874, James H. Moul- 
ton married. in the Endowment House in 
Salt Lake City, Euphemia Ann Carroll. She 
was born June 9, 1856, in the Parish ot 
Cumberland, County of York, New Bruns- 
wick, Canada, daughter of Patrick and 
Margaret Robinson Carroll. 

The family moved to Heber in 1861 and 
were neighbors of the Moultons Much of 
Hebers success was due to the help of a 
loving and devoted wife, "They were the 
parents of 13 children: Euphemia Lucre- 
tia, Sarah Margaret, James Heber. Emily 
Jane. Thomas Henry. Patrick Robinson, 
Lula Pearl, Edmond Roy, Robert Merrill, 
Rollin Carroll, Grant, Ida May and Cecil. 

Mr. Moulton was always active in civic 
and Church affairs, holding many important 
positions, such as stake tithing clerk, stake 
clerk, stake superintendent of Mutual Im- 
provement Associations, and counselor to 

is bishop. 

ee the death of his wife in 1914 he 
married Emily Jane Carroll Bentley, sister 
of his first wife, and in 1918 he moved to 
Salt Lake City, where he bought a home at 
1234 Lyman Court. He was a member of 
the LeGrand Ward. He was an ordained 
worker in the Salt Lake Temple and con- 
tinued in this work until his death, March 
29, 1934. His funeral was held in the stake 
house in Heber, and he was buried in Heber 


Cemetery. President George F. Richards 
wrote: "Brother Moulton was a genial, 
faithful laborer as an ordinance worker in 
the Salt Lake Temple. the House of the 
Lord. But few men at his advanced age 
could do the work he did day after day. 
His work never appeared a drudgery for 
him. but he did his work with a light heart 
and a cheerful countenance. Having fin- 
ished his life's work, the Lord graciously 
took him home, without the necessity of a 
long period of illness and suffering as some 
have to endure." 
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